
REVELATIONS FROM TATA'S BIOGRAPHY 

Mistry's British 
education blinded 
me: Ratan Tata 
IVINDER GILL 
New Delhi, October 25 

"CYRUS MISTRY'S BRITISH 
education blinded me. I naively 
thoughtthat the DNAofaperson 
with such an impressive educa 
tion would be different" COm 
mented Ratan Tata on why he 
chose Mistry to head the Tata 
empire. He also 

regretted issuing an 
ultimatum to the 
committee selecting 
his successor that he 
"would walk out on 
December 28,2012" 
which, he said, put 
avoidable pressure on 
the comnmittee, and 
was the chief reason 
for the panel toact in 
haste", resulting in 
Mistry's selection. 

RATAN 
TATA 

regretted staying 
away from the 
selection process, 
admitting his approach 

2 crore, an unprecedented sum 
for a non-fiction work, in 2022. 
The author, Thomas Mathew, is 
a retired bureauCrat who serves 
on the board of several large 
Indian companies. 

EXCLUSIVE 

The book describes how Mis 
try's appointment was 'circum 
stantial, and he was selected 

when the selection panel failed 

Ratan Tata also EXCERPTS ON 

to the selection had been 
very idealistic. 

These revelations, and more, 
are part of industrialist Ratan 
Tata's biography, Ratan Tata: A 
Life, by Thomas Mathew, 
released by HarperCollins India 
on Friday. 
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The authorised biography 
was reportedly acquired by 
HarperCollins for a record 

However, things 
started unravelling 
fast, and the book 
reveals how Ratan 
Tata was uneasywith 
Mistry's decisions as 
chairman that he felt 

compromised the Group's clean 
image and reputation for fair 
play. The book describes in detail 
how there were apprehensions 
when Mistry steered the Group 
into businesses outside its core 
areas, such as infrastructure, 
where "bribes and corruption" 
could cause problems for the 
Tata name. 

to zero in on a suit 
able candidate, and 
upon examining à 
paper put forth by 
Mistry on 'key suc 
cess factors in man 
aging the Tata 
Group', ended up 
interviewing and 
choosinghim forthe 
chairman's post. 

Continued on Page 7 
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